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Presidential learning
By EMMA CLARK
The Pan American

The Art of the
Rebound
In basketball, not every shot
hits the mark, and when one doesn’t, a mad scramble for the
rebound ensues. Getting to that
loose ball provides the offense a
second chance to score, and a
defensive rebound gives one team
the opportunity to go down to the
other end to score. Statistically
speaking, the team that controls
the boards often wins the game.
Some of UTPA’s basketball players discuss the fine art of corralling the missed shot.
See Page 15.

Tsunami
Aid ‘Rocks’

The
tsunami
that
hit
Southeast Asia on Dec. 26,
2004 affected areas, such as
Kenya and Tanzania in Africa as
well as surrounding islands.
According
to
BBC
news,
Indonesia was hit the hardest,
and the total death toll is an estimated 111,171 deaths and
127,000 missing persons.
At least 100 aid organizations are contributing to help
provide emergency food, water
and shelter to surviving victims.
The Rio Grande Valley is also
doing its part to join the cause.
Rick Manzo of Weslaco
organized Rock Relief, a benefit
concert with 20 local bands to
help raise money.
See Page 8 and 9.

It was first day of the Fall 2004
semester and the president was
stuck in traffic.
“It was the first or second day of
classes. I didn’t know my way
around campus and I decided to go
driving around. I saw the cars way
out there, and they were so hot. I
thought ‘What are we going to do?’
I had this handy little phone that
has everybody’s contact and I
called Jim Langabeer. I said, ‘Jim,
this is Bambi. What would it take
for us to have shuttles on campus
Tuesday?’ He caught on and said,
‘Let me see what I can do.’ He
called me back, and we sent a purchasing officer and mechanic to
Austin, and another couple to
Houston, and by and large they
found these two buses, and we had
them here on Tuesday.”
That was in September, shortly
before the Labor Day weekend. Dr.
Blandina Cardenas, The University
of Texas Pan-American president,
said that it was one of the easiest
decisions she’s had to make.
After spending her first semester
attending various engagements
around the Rio Grande Valley,
which she now proudly calls home,
Cardenas is ready to get down to
business.
“It was very exciting and I felt
very, very welcome both at the
University and in the community.
It’s been an incredible learning
experience,” she said of her debut
semester in which she replaced
longtime leader Dr. Miguel
Franco Caballero/The Pan American Nevarez and became UTPA’s first
AT HOME — Dr. Blandina Cardenas, the university’s first female president female president in the process.
Some of the highlights that
is beginning to feel at home in the Rio Grande Valley, and will continue to
implement many changes at UTPA
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Area strip
clubs still
processing
new laws
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
Exotic dancing has been around
since the beginning of time, for better
or worse. Recent legislation, however,
threatens to put a damper on establishments which specialize in such behavior.
Possible negative influence from
these businesses - community and city
leaders said the places usher in crime
or the degradation of a town’s moral
character - are curbed by the implementation of many provisions and regulations such clubs must abide by.
Businesses of this ilk include adult
arcades, bookstores, theaters, cabarets,
and video stores.
“It’s not the stuff the city would like
to see,” said Edinburg Planning and
Zoning Director Juan Lopez. “[In] big
city statistics on crime, a lot is related.”
Communities around the country

See CARDENAS page 11

BE MINE — As Valentine’s
Day approaches, students are
looking for ways to send
sweet messages to the ones
they love. One organization
filling this need is Alpha Sigma
Tau, which sponsored a rose
sale at the Student Union.
Roses can still be bought until
Friday from 8 a.m. until 12
p.m. Other organizations, like
the
Student
Dietetics
Association, is selling chocolate-covered strawberries for
the holiday.

have tried to keep adult businesses out
of their area. The Valley’s northern
neighbor is a good example. In San
Antonio, fights over the city’s “human
display ordinance” filled recent news
time. Houston has had similar struggles.
These cities say that stricter rules
for strip clubs are valid, pinning their
case on a precedent set last June in a
Houston court. U.S. District Judge
Fred Biery issued an injunction that
gives San Antonio the ability to ban
Franco Caballero/The Pan American

See CLUBS page 11
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
To the Editor,
President Bush may tell students to
“aim high,” but his proposed budget for
fiscal year 2006 sets up students to fall
flat. By undercutting the resources that
support students, even while tuition rates
steadily increase, the Administration’s
misplaced priorities are not with working
families and students but with special
interests.
As a long-time supporter of the Pell
program, I have sponsored legislation that
would double the maximum Pell Grant
award to $11,600 in five years.
Recognizing the burden student loans can
pose, I have also sponsored measures to
strengthen and expand benefits of federal
loans, including forgiveness provisions.
Rest assured, as Congress considers the
To the Editor,
To all the students who stopped by the
Tsunami tables to donate their dollar, I would
like to congratulate you on a job well done.
You gave of yourself and People’s lives will
be affected. We raised 2005 dollars to send to
the Tsunami victims. Your contribution made
a difference. It was a great start, but when you
stop and think that there are 17,000 students
on campus…well you do the math. It was a
great start, but we must not let it end here.
There are many questions we must stop
and ask ourselves. What do you want your
legacy at Pan Am to be? Do want to say I
studied hard and partied even harder or do
you want to do something meaningful and
To the Editor,
This letter is a response to the student who
wrote defending Freeman. I think his letter
did more to emphasize my two points than
my original letter did. I did not seek to “vilify” anyone but simply stated the obvious,
which he confirmed. Freeman abuses his
position in the classroom to brainwash students and the group protesting Bush is not
true to its ideals of democracy. It is interesting that neither of these two points were contradicted or challenged.
The author of the letter tried to sound
knowledgeable with fanciful phrases but the
truth is that he merely showed he was an ideologue. This means that he is going to believe

Administration’s inadequate budget proposal, I will remain mindful of the needs of
UTPA students.
The budget proposal includes a long
overdue proposed increase to the maximum Pell Grant award that is still woefully short of President Bush’s campaign
promise and is out of line with students’
needs. Although the current maximum
award is worth $800 less than the maximum award 30 years ago, the
Administration has proposed increasing
the award by only $100 for 2006. These
proposals weaken the Pell Grant program’s
role as the foundation of all federal financial aid by shifting a larger share of tuition
to students and families.
In addition, the Administration does no
favors for those who rely on student loans.
Through the elimination of Perkins loans,

more than 670,000 students will lose their
loan forgiveness after entering public service. Further, the President would make
student loan repayments subject to variable
interest rates, driving up the costs of student loans by nearly $5,500 for the typical
student borrower.
By weakening the resources that will
help students reach their academic goals,
this Administration has again abandoned
the needs of UTPA students.

powerful during your time here? How about
as a generation? Our generation has a reputation for being passive, lazy, and apathetic.
How about we as a university become the
ones who change this. Let’s be a generation
known as passionate, driven, and full of
vision.
Many of the biggest revolutions in society,
major revivals, and powerful times of progression were brought about because a small
group of college students got passionate
about something and decided to do something
about it. This is not just about a Tsunami
relief effort, but about the rest of your life. It
is doing something that really matters.
There is a quote that says “There are those
who watch history, those who study history,

and those who make history.”
My question is which one are you going to
be?
Let’s not be content to just be average.
Let’s set the standard high for our campus,
but even more so for our generation and our
world. One person truly can make a difference, so just imagine what a whole campus
can do.

a certain way no matter what evidence one
presents to him. Ideologues lack real solutions to real world problems and therefore,
should be brushed aside.
What disturbed me was that he admitted
Freeman abuses his position. I don’t care
what cause Freeman supports or what he
believes and neither should his classes. It is
the content of the course that is important and
will be useful later in life, not brewing hate
towards any government. If Freeman was
truly interested in making you a free thinker,
he would not brainwash you but encourage
you to discover real knowledge on your own.
Any ideology, whether right or left, should
not be pushed in the classroom.
In context to this letter, Freeman’s service

in Vietnam is irrelevant. I know plenty of veterans who fought in wars and lost limbs and
comrades. Having witnessed the horrors of
war, they did not become embittered but
served their duty and love this country for
what it upholds- freedom and democracy. I
am also a Marine Corps veteran and saw my
fair share of the world to know that the U.S.
does a lot to help people everywhere.

Lloyd Doggett (D-TX)
Member of Congress

Keri R. Kling
World Mandate Student Movement

Adrian Morales
Social Studies, Senior
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Ten reasons
Avocados get a break:
Importation rules altered for Capitol
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
now permits the year-round commercial importation of avocados. The rule, effective Jan. 31
applies to 47 states, excluding California, Florida
and Hawaii.
According to a press release sent by U.S.
Customs and Border Protection Importation, this
move will allow Hass avocado shipments to enter
the country. However, this only applies to shipments of Hass products, because they are grown
in approved orchards and satisfy all the regulation’s requirements.
A report released by the U.S Department of
Agriculture (USDA) last November stated that
avocado and other fruit and vegetable products
were to be restricted due to risks of introducing
fruit flies or weevils into the United States.
The report also mentioned that Mexico had
previously requested that the APHIS revise the
regulations in order to allow Hass avocados shipments to all 50 states. Inspection authorities,
however, were unable to respond to the request

controversy
By RENEE CAVAZOS
The Pan American

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

until they had enough information regarding
plant pests, packinghouse and shipment procedures.
This new rule is good news for avocado
lovers as they’ll be benefiting from better quality
products. But for those who are accustomed to

buying them across the border, the regulations
remain the same.
U.S. Customs Cargo Processing Chief Dianne
G. Vlasik, said that it is important for people to
understand that this new importation rule only

See AVOCADOS page 12

Edinburg economy boosted in retail sales
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
Edinburg’s retail economy in November saw an increase of almost 35
percent over the same month in 2003, according to the Edinburg Economic
Development Corporation (EEDC). This increase shows that the 2004 holiday shopping season was a good one.
In January, the city received a $904,540.19 local sales tax rebate from
the state for sales generated in November. Such rebates give an accurate
idea of the amount of taxable commercial activities in the community, from
retail to manufacturing. Businesses in each city send their local and state
sales tax collections to the state, and the state then sends back the cities’
local share as rebates to individual communities.
The city of McAllen, the perennial leader of Valley cities in local sales
tax activities, dropped half a percentage point in its latest monthly retail
activities report, while still maintaining its place at the top.
Marie T. Mora, associate professor of economics at The University of
Texas-Pan American, believes one of the reasons for this slight dip in activity in McAllen is a change in populations.
“My gut feeling is that this represents a change in some of the growth
patterns,” said Mora. “There is essentially a premium if you look at housing costs in McAllen. In terms of potential for growth, it is going to be the
smaller communities around McAllen that would experience that.”
These sales tax rebate numbers have implications reaching beyond simply last year’s holiday shopping season. They indicate that the Valley as a
whole, and Edinburg in particular, has become a thriving retail market.
Pedro Salazar, board chairman for the EEDC, cites a variety of reasons
for the increase.
“What you are seeing is that a lot of these smaller communities have
reached a point where they are at a critical mass where they can attract their
own retail,” said Salazar. “This growth in retail sales is due to more people
with more income who are buying more things in their community.”
In Salazar’s opinion, UTPA students past and present have also played
a big role in Edinburg’s surging economy.
“The Valley is a growing place with a higher level of business sophisti-

Percentage Sales Tax Rebates for
November 2004

cation that offers more opportunities to graduates than ever before,” said
Salazar, who believes more UTPA graduates are staying home and adding
to the disposable income of the population. “Also, there are simply more
students on campus and when they are here, they are going to convenience
stores and going out to eat,” said Salazar.
A quick look down University Drive corroborates Salazar’s statements.
Sophomore kinesiology major Daniel Mata, who recently moved back
to the Valley from Ohio, said he can’t believe how much the campus area
has changed in just a few years.
“What I think is incredible is not just the number of new businesses but
the kinds of new businesses here; ones that appeal almost solely to students,” said Mata. “Now if we could just get rid of all the construction.”

The Catholic Church will fight the
State of Texas in the court of appeals this
March to decide whether the monument
of the Ten Commandments located on the
Texas capitol grounds is truly unconstitutional, as one Austin homeless man contends.
Thomas Van Orden sued the state in
the case Van Orden v. Perry for the
removal of the stone slab with the
Biblical
passage
of
the
Ten
Commandments located on capitol
grounds.
He argued that the monument was an
“endorsement of Judeo-Christian beliefs
by the state government.”
The six-foot monument was accepted
by the Legislature in 1961 from the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, a non-religious, international, nonprofit organization whose goals are to “…make human
lives more desirable,” according to their
Web site. It is one of 17 memorials that
garnish the grounds.
The initial purpose was to promote
youth morality and decrease juvenile
delinquency in the city. Attorney General
Greg Abbott explained that the monument
was to accent and acknowledge the Ten
Commandments and the overall historical
impact the commandments play on U.S.
law and culture.
More than 40 years later, Van Orden
disputed that the monument was constitutional and found it to be extremely offensive. The state argued it serves a historical purpose regardless of its religious
background.
Abbott will dispute the Van Orden v.
Perry case with the Supreme Court March
2, and plans to argue that the monument is
not an unconstitutional establishment of
religion.
“The First Amendment was never
intended to remove all religious expression from the public square,” Abbott said
in a recent statement.
Abbott went on to say that the government cannot ignore the monument’s historical significance.
Samuel Freeman, political science professor from The University of Texas-Pan
American, disagrees with Abbott.
Freeman said the monument is unconstitutional and should be removed.
He argued that the original colonies

See COMMANDMENTS page 12
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Students offer nutritional counseling
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

Eating healthier and becoming more physically active are top priorities as people try to be
more health-conscious in the wake of a rise in
diabetes and other illnesses related to diet. But
getting started on a healthy lifestyle can be difficult if people are confused on where to start.
Dietetics students at The University of TexasPan American are helping faculty and staff find
their way to a healthier lifestyle by providing free
nutritional consultations. Patients learn how to
prepare healthy and well-balanced meals, count
calories, and read nutrition fact labels.
Consultations are available every Wednesday and
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m at the Border
Health office for the spring semester.
“We are trying to motivate faculty and staff to
exercise and eat healthier,” said Denny Meline,
health education coordinator. “There really isn’t
anything for faculty and staff. Dietetic students
do their clinical work here, so we thought it
would be a great opportunity if we could provide
this service for them.”
The nutritional counseling is part of the
Dietetics Department’s coordinated program,
which gives interns hands-on experience in the
field, explained Rosa Rodriguez, senior majoring
in dietetics.
“We offer [faculty and staff] a healthy guideline to direct them in the right path,” Rodriguez
said. “Sometimes they are ready to make changes
and we give them the information on how to live
a healthy lifestyle.”
Sylvia Jackson sought out consultation to
make sure she was eating balanced meals.
“I wanted to make sure that I was eating prop-

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

HEALTH HABITS - Senior Rebecca Salazar explains to students the importance of eating healthy. Nutritional counceling is available at the Border Health Office.

erly,” Jackson said. “I recently tried to give blood
and was denied because my iron levels were low.
I was surprised to see what a little change in eating or drinking a certain beverage made in the
long run. I definitely made the change.”
During consultation, patients inform the
dietetic intern about their goals in weight loss or
lowering calories, and a meal plan is designed by
using the modified food pyramid.
“The modified food pyramid is a better guide
because it is driven by science instead of people
who are in charge of the dairy, meat industries,”
Meline said. “The average American needs to

Nursing function raises
monies for department
By CLAUDETTE ELENA GONZALEZ
The Pan American
Dancing the night away at the 17th Annual
Florence Nightingale Benefit Gala, a number
of nursing students forgot about their financial
woes.
Without the help of The University of
Texas-Pan American Nursing Advisory
Council (NAC), which hosted the gala, many
UTPA nursing students would be struggling to
pay for their schooling.
Carolina
Huerta,
UTPA
Nursing
Department Chair, said the NAC is very generous in handing out scholarships.
“We give scholarships to almost everybody
who applies,” she said.
In addition to providing scholarships, the
council buys equipment to be used in nursing
classes and labs. It also pays half the cost of
taking a review for the National Council
Licensure Examination (NCLEX), the standardized exam which nursing students are
required to pass in order to become registered
or practical nurses.
“It costs about $300 to take the review and
we give [students] $150 apiece to encourage
them to take it,” said Huerta.
In order to raise funds needed to support the
nursing students, various events are held
throughout the year. The most lucrative is the

Annual Florence Nightingale Benefit Gala,
which was attended by approximately 250 people this year.
In its first year, the Benefit received extraordinary support from the community, including
the donation of a Jeep that was raffled off at the
Gala. That year, $35,000 was raised in one
night alone. Since then, the benefit has averaged between $20,000 and $25,000 in funds
raised per event.
This year the gala was at the Holiday Inn
Holidome in McAllen and raised $21,000.
A blackboard auction was held while guests
enjoyed a dinner, accompanied by live music
played by Mr. and Mrs. “Country Soul,” and a
Tahitian Hula Dance performance by Aileen
Corpos.
According to UTPA Nursing Department
secretary Sylvia Ybarra, while some of the
items sold through the blackboard auction were
donated by local businesses such as HEB, Van
Burkleo Motors and Alamo Photo Center,
many were donated by UTPA’s own nurses.
“Some of our nurses are very generous and
really contribute to this event,” said Ybarra.
Local band City Jam later took the stage and
treated guests to a night of dancing.While she
admits that the focus of the event is to raise
money, Ybarra said the Gala is also a lot of fun.
“Our Gala is pretty awesome,” said Ybarra,

See GALA page 12

consume more wheat/grains, veggies, fruits and
lean meats. We need to stay away or limit ourselves to the “bad” starches such as white rice,
white bread, pastas, potatoes and sweets. The
modified food guide pyramid is not completed
but it’s the best source of information we have
right now.”
Rebecca Salazar, senior majoring in dietetics,
is also involved in nutritional counseling, and she
finds disturbing the amount people eat, along
with the fact that many people skip meals.
“Many people think if they eat less or skip
meals they will be losing weight, but that is a mis-

conception,” Salazar said.
In reality, people should be eating five to six
small meals a day, Meline noted.
Rodriguez also explained a misconception
many people have on diets.
“A lot of people want a quick fix,” Rodriguez
said. “If you think about it, when someone gains
weight they don’t gain it overnight, and it’s the
same way when you try to lose it. There are a lot
of diets where you lose a lot of weight in a week,
when actually you’re just losing water, and you
gain all that weight back.”
Meline agreed that fad diets are not the way to
a healthy lifestyle. He explained that there are
many trendy diets out there that proclaim instant
weight loss, but they are only good for a short
amount of time.
“Most fad diets eliminate essential nutrients
that the body needs,” Meline said. “Many who
follow a fad diet may get bored of the same old
routine thus falling off it and gaining the weight
back rapidly and/or may develop internal problems.”
He also explained how the recommended fat
loss per week is about 1/2 pound to one pound.
Additional weight lost is water weight.
“Studies have shown that following a wellrounded meal plan rather than a fad diet is more
likely to result in permanent weight loss and
keeping that weight off,” Meline said. “Plus you
know that you are getting the recommended
nutrients/vitamins that your body needs daily.”
Rodriguez also added that eating healthy is all
about consuming the right portion size for each
food group and getting plenty of exercise.
Anyone interested in receiving a consultation
can contact the Border Health Office at 3818900.
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Internships still best
way to gain experience
By JESSICA MUNIZ
The Pan American

Joey Cortez/The Pan American

PING! — Freshman Juan Hinojosa (foreground) prepares to serve to senior
Carlos Gomez while they enjoy a friendly game of ping pong. The ping pong
tournament took place on the second floor of the Student Union on Wednesday
afternoon.

The chances of getting a job right after
graduation become enhanced if students have
the experience of participating in an interning program that best suits their major.
Plenty of internships are available on
campus to help students become aware of
what they will be doing in the workforce
after graduation.
Enedelia Kidd, director of Career
Placement Services, stated that internships
are a must for everybody and should not be
considered just an option. She strongly
encourages students to start looking into
internships as soon as possible in order to
find out what the student is more interested
in.
“I believe students should do more than
three internships because the student might
find out that he or she is not interested in the
job anymore and then can change his major,”
Kidd said.
Kidd explained that students with the
most experience are able to compete best in
the work field. She also added that employers
are seeking individuals with vast resumes.
“There is a lot of competition going on in
the workforce and job hunters are looking for
the best recent graduates who have the most
experience,” Kidd said. “The more internships a student has, the more likely he or she
has the chance to get hired.”
Lizette Moreno, a junior communication
studies major, said she finished two intern-

UTPA to play host to European students
By MARIANA CADENA
The Pan American
From Feb. 13 through Feb. 19 a group
of exchange students from Germany will
be coming to The University of Texas-Pan
American. These students form part of a
program that brings them to Louisiana for
one week and then to Edinburg for another
seven days.
Even though American culture and
German culture differ in many ways, these
students are a link for introducing one culture to the other. During their visit to campus the students will be staying with hosts
who volunteered to lend their homes. The
only requirement for hosting a student is
that they are provided their own room with
a bed, and all other comfortable amenities.
UTPA’S European visitors will have a
very busy schedule all week long according to Eric Romero, professor in the
College of Business Administration and
coordinator of the German exchange program. The German students will be hosting
a presentation on Feb. 15, to explain their
visit in detail, and during their weeklong
stay will be attending various seminars
and conferences.
“In the evening is when they will get a
chance to go on field trips and socially
interact with other students,” said Romero.
Patricia Flores is the exchange program
adviser for UTPA, and she says she is
happy that the program is gaining more

Page 5

and more popularity. To complete the
exchange, UTPA will send a group of students later in the semester to The
University of Luneburg in Germany. The
students will receive three credit hours for
their stay.
“I am very happy that our university is
forming tight bonds with other universities
across the world,” said Flores.
The German students will also get a
chance to see American sports, namely
hockey, as they watch the RGV Killer
Bees in action, at the Dodge Arena.
“This is a great opportunity for both
groups to learn about each others respective cultures,” said Romero.
But students are not the only ones to
have the opportunity to be a part of an
exchange program. Faculty members also
participate in the exchange process. Stella
Behar, a professor in the French
Department, is currently in Bordeaux,
France. Taking her place - and also being
hosted at her house - is Jean-Michel
Devesa, who specializes in 20th-century
French literature, Surrealism and avant
garde art, plus African and Caribbean
French Literature, and the body, sexuality
and gender in arts and literature.
“We are very happy of this exchange
within the French Department because it
promotes cultural awareness and gives our
university excellent recognition,” said
Flores.
The exchange program at UTPA has

Later this month a group of
German exchange students
will be visiting the university
for a week of cultural learning. They will make a presentation Feb. 15 to explain
their visit in detail.
been growing yearly, bringing more students every year, and the Study Abroad
summer program continues to form a popular way for students to gain credit and
experience new cultures and languages..
Several plans are in progress for
exchanges to other countries. In the past,
there have been ventures to Mexico and
Spain, along with many other lands.

TRAINING FOR THE FUTURE
What:
Internship Workshop
Where:
Student Union Palmetto Room
When:
Today noon to 1 p.m.
Who:
Career Placement Services
ships during her sophomore year. Her focus
is to get as much experience as possible so
that she can be more qualified to get a job
after she graduates. She added that she
enrolled in one of her internships for credit as
part of her degree plan and is glad she gained
the experience.
”My experience at one of my internships
was great because I was able to see what really happens within a professional working
environment,” Moreno said. “I saw how the
management organization was structured and
learned how to deal on a one-to-one basis
with all types of situations. While I was
there, I also witnessed an actual fundraiser
that the company did and I enjoyed seeing
the responsibility each employer held.”
Moses Garcia, an alumnus of UTPA who
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in television and film production, participated in an
internship prior to graduation. As an undergraduate he helped prepare himself for his
future career as an intern at KTLM
Telemundo 40.
“Experience in volunteer work is what
gave me confidence to apply for the position
I am currently working in,” Garcia said. “It
gave me a feeling that I could make it and get
hired in this particular business if I had experience.”
“Also, I learned to get more of a hands on
experience with camera work, studio work
and editing commercials,” added Garcia,
who is now a technical director at
Telemundo.
Susie Chapa, Cooperative Education
coordinator, advises students to follow a few
simple rules that with help them prepare for
an interview as well as get hired. She said
students should have the right attire, communication skills, a tailored resume, and should
have done research about the organization or
company ahead of time.
“My advice I would give students is to
treat an internship as if they are applying for
their job,” Chapa said. “Students need to prepare themselves before they apply for a particular position or job.”
Kidd added that in order for students to
qualify for internships they need a gradepoint average of at least 2.0 and at least 30
credit hours.
Students interested in obtaining information on the different internships available can
contact
the
Cooperative
Education
Department at 381-2781.
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ALEGRIA honors past
The Folkloric Dance Company at UTPA
performs and awards influential individuals
By AMANDA GARCIA
The Pan American
On Feb. 11 The University
of
Texas
Pan-American
Folkloric Dance Company's
ALEGRIA 2004-2005 concert
series and the 35th anniversary
celebration begins. The celebration will also recognize Amilda
Thomas and Rafael Zamarripa
with the Distinguished Service
Awards for the impact they have
had on the company.
The celebration will be
held at the UTPA Fine Arts
Auditorium Friday at 7:30 p.m.;
Feb. 12-13 at 2 p.m.; Feb. 18 at
7:30 p.m.; and Feb. 19-20 at 2
p.m. Adult tickets will be $10
and $5 for children and UTPA
faculty, staff and students.
One of the individuals
being recognized, Thomas, is
the founder of the Pan-Am
Dancers. In 1970, it began as an
extracurricular activity for a
select few who chose to study
Mexican folkloric dancing.
Later on, the Pan-Am Dancers

became the UTPA Folkloric
Dance Company, which is now
an established dance program
with the Health and Physical
Education
Department
at
UTPA.
Zamarripa is currently the
director and choreographer for
El Ballet Folklorico at the
Universidad de Colima in
Mexico. He is a member of the
Ballet Folklorico de Mexico and
has
traveled
throughout
Northern, Central and South
America, Europe and Australia
to perform. ALGERIA is featuring a number of performances
choreographed by Zamarripa,
including: Corridos Mexicanos
and Puebla; plus his Zacatecas
and Chiapas choreographies
will be reenacted by the company’s artistic director, Francisco
Muñoz.
There are currently 24
dancers in the company. Each
performance will be accompanied by the group Mariachi
Mexico Lindo.
“ALGERIA
2004-2005

brings to life the color, drama
and excitement of Mexico’s
dance and music,” said Mary
Munoz of the Health and
Kinesiology Department at
UTPA in a press release.
The company is providing
free passes for immediate families of the Rio Grande Valley’s
serving military men and
women. The Alumni of the Pan
Am Dancers, Pan American
Folkloric and the UTPA
Folkloric Dance Company will
also be recognized with a
reception on Feb. 19.
“As the Folkloric Dance
Company celebrates its 35th
anniversary it continues to be
recognized as one of the most
active and visible university
folkloric dance groups in the
Valley, state and nation,” said
Munoz in a document released
on Jan. 21.
For more information on
the upcoming celebration call
(956) 381-2230 or e-mail
Munoz
at
munozm@panam.edu.

ONE,
TWO, THREE!—
Rebekah Quintero,
junior dance major,
and Mari Leal, senior dance major,
(above) twist away
from their partners
in a rehearsal for
the UTPA Folkloric
Dance Company’s
spring 2005 performance beginning on Feb. 11 in
the
Fine
Arts
Auditorium. Nadia
Avalos (right), junior English major,
stomps her feet
thunderously.
Franco Caballero/The Pan American

The original ‘Fab Five’ are back
By ELIZABETH GARCIA
The Pan American
They might be older but they still
look and sound the same.
Eighties pop music icons Duran
Duran made a comeback in late 2004 with
the release of a new album, “Astronaut.”
Now the glam gods prepare to perform at
the Dodge Arena on Feb. 16 at 8 p.m.
The original lineup, featuring Simon
Le Bon, Nick Rhodes, John Taylor, Andy
Taylor and Roger Taylor, reunites for the
first time since 1984 to show the world a
near perfect pop album.
Duran Duran ruled the new wave

musical genre because of their unique and
intriguing style paired with a fresh and
glamorous sound.
“The Fab Five,” as Rolling Stone
once baptized them, were also known
because of their creative Grammy Awardwinning music videos such as “Wild
Boys” and “Hungry Like the Wolf.”
Duran Duran was the first band to
ever use live video cameras and screens to
enhance their shows, during a U.S. arena
tour in 1984. They were also the first to
openly mix flair with music, and can be
considered the pioneers of what we now
call the metrosexual movement.
“Astronaut” captures Duran Duran’s

original melodies accompanied by mysterious lyrics bringing back an ‘80s nostalgia for those who experienced the
decade’s free and memorable musical
spirit.
The album incorporates the band’s
signature sound while it delivers a refreshingly new contemporary material and can
be compared to some of the band’s earliest work, such their 1982 album Rio.
LeBon’s vocals, along with Rhodes’
magisterial keyboards and Andy Taylor’s
guitar, amalgamate to deliver sharp poprock music with a hint of funk and a new,
yet familiar sound.

See POP page 10

AROUND TOWN
Concert
Feb. 12 at 9 p.m.
Place: La Villa Real Special Events
Center
Event: Willie Nelson will perform live.
Price: Reserved tickets are $56 and
$46. General admission are $36.
Phone: (956) 687-7121

Film
Feb. 12-13 at 4:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Place: Cine El Rey in McAllen
Event: The theater presents “The Sea
Inside/Mar Adentro.” On Saturday there
will also be a showing of “Lightning in a
Bottle” at 9:30 p.m.
Phone: (956) 971-9829

Play
Feb. 23-27 at 8 p.m. with a 2 p.m. matinee on Sunday
Place: Albert Jeffers Theatre at The
University of Texas-Pan American
Event: The University Theatre will
showcase a performance of the awardwinning play, “Proof.”

Festival
March 3 at 7:30 p.m.
Place: Dodge Arena in Hidalgo
Event: The 29th annual Borderfest is
headlining Rascal Flatts and Blake
Shelton.
Price: Tickets are $100, $65, $55 or
$45.
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“We’re willing to help the
military, said that he was
immediately inspired to help community as much as we
out, and he had already donat- can,” Beraza said.
There will be two stages,
ed money through the
American Red Cross to
help the tsunami victims.
The disaster struck
hard for Hit Man, since
he has twice visited the
Phuket Islands, located
near the Indian Ocean
Ceasefire*
coast, 870 kilometers 7 p.m.
Salvo**
from
Bangkok, 7:20 p.m.
Thailand. The Islands 7:40 p.m.
Split Image*
are one of several 8 p.m.
Blood redsilhouette**
places hit by the tsuna- 8:20 p.m.
Ether in a box *
mi.
8:40 p.m.
Solarium**
“I’m ex-military, 9 p.m.
D.E.D. *
and right now I have
9:20 p.m.
The Fold**
friends over there
9:40 p.m.
Karma*
helping out,” Hit-man
10
p.m.
Of
forsaken divinity**
said.
10:20
p.m.
Driving
the nails*
He hopes that
Sect of fate (Houston)**
Rock Relief will be a 10:40 p.m.
Flood 23*
huge success, and 11:20 p.m.
Tragic Komic**
expects at least 1,500 11:40 p.m.
people to show up and 12 a.m.
Horny Frog *
support this cause.
12:20 a.m.
Methmare Motorcade**
“I hope the people 12:40 a.m.
Metalstorm*
come to support this 1 a.m.
Faultered state**
cause,” Dewitt said. 1:20 a.m.
3rd n long*
“If anyone deserves
1:40 a.m.
Rozin**
credit for all this, its
End of show at 2 a.m.
Manzo it’s his ‘brainchild’.”
**Barrock
Dewitt did his part *Club MX
to help Manzo find a
location to host this rockin’ one at Barrock and the other at
event and after a couple of Club MX, and each band will
calls, Club MX and Barrock get 20-to-25 minutes of playoffice manager Alma Beraza ing time. The list includes
Manzo’s band, Faltered State,
immediately agreed.
“We’re donating the place including his keyboardist Eric
for them to use,” Beraza said. Ramirez, 23, who has been an
On a Saturday night the avid helper of Manzo’s in the
club’s rental fee is up to development of Rock Relief.
“This just blew up,”
$3,000 for Barock and $2,000
for Club MX. Baraza said that Manzo said. “I even had some
about a month ago the Hit Man signed bands, like Edgewater
and Manzo approached her and Twelve Stone.”
Manzo went on to say that
with the idea and she willingly
since the preparations for the
agreed.

event came together quickly,
there was not much time left to
put in extra bands.
“It’s taken about threeand-a-half weeks to put it
all together,” Ramirez said.
“A week after it happened,
I had thought about it, but
then I really didn’t think
anything would happen.”
The event has escalated into something bigger
than either Manzo or
Ramirez imagined. Manzo
approached the entire charity part of the benefit with
familiarity and decided to
go for it. Now, he is astonished at how “big” it has
turned out.
“I’m telling you, it just
blew up! It’s going to be
very big,” Manzo said.
Local Christian rock
band Flood 23 will also
perform at Rock Relief.
Santos Acosta, 27, lead
vocalist, said that he and
his band immediately
wanted to help out.
“Everybody around the
world is doing what they
can. It’s going to take billions [of dollars],” Acosta
said. “So we want to do
what we can to restore the
buildings.”
Acosta hopes that for
one evening everyone will put
their egos aside and help out.
“We’re doing it for a good
cause, not for attention, but to
raise money for the people
over there [Southeast Asia],”
he said.
Flood 23 is also familiar
with benefit concerts; members have helped raise money
for high schools to fund
extracurricular activities, and
have also helped raise money
toward the building of new
church facilities. He adds that
they have never done any benefit of this magnitude.
“Every
dollar
really
counts,” Acosta said.
Flood 23 and the other
bands are promoting Rock
Relief on their band’s Web
sites, and plan to pass out
fliers in order to spread the
word to the community. The
bands also received 50 tickets
apiece to sell.
“Once we get tickets,
we’re sure to be selling them
left and right,” said Acosta,
who added he hopes people
will come out and help raise
money for a meaningful cause.
“I think this a great idea,”
said Jessica Cruz, sophomore
history
major
at
The
University of Texas-Pan

ROCK RELIEF 2005
SCHEDULE

There have
been several
fundraising benefits for the hundreds of thousands of tsunami
victims in
Southeast Asia,
and the death toll
is near 200,000
and it continues
to rise. Millions
of people were
left without shelter, food and the
constant threat of
widespread disease. Fundraisers
have been held
across the nation
and the world as
millions unite for
one cause, and the
Rio Grande
Valley, with the
help of 20 local
bands, is lending
a helping hand.
Story by
Selene Garza

Rock
relieves
suffering
The assistance comes in the form
of Rock Relief, an event expected to
raise thousands of dollars with the
help of Valley rockers. The benefit
concert will take place at both Club
MX and Barrock on Feb. 12 from 7
p.m. to 2 a.m.
Tickets can be purchased at
KRGV Channel 5 News, Flipside
Clothing Store in McAllen, Metal
Gear Apparel or from the featured
bands. Tickets cost $5 in advance
and $7 at the door. The concert is
open to all ages, though anyone 16
or younger must be accompanied by
an adult. All proceeds will go to the
American Red Cross, which will use
the money to help tsunami victims
and rebuild their homes.
Rick Manzo, 24, of Weslaco, is
the man behind the benefit. He was
moved to do something when he

heard about the disaster.
“I work for the news and every
day I come across the same thing,
somebody dies or something,”
Manzo said. “This is the first story
that actually hit me, it was amazing
how bad this was.”
Manzo
handles
the
teleprompters for Channel 5. After a
month with the idea floating in his
head, he knew what he had to do to
put this concert together, and now he
is taking the final steps, such as getting Rock Relief publicized on radio
and television.
Participating bands are also
doing their part and getting involved
by promoting the benefit concert on
their Web sites and passing out fliers.
Word of the benefit is being spread
across the Valley’s music scene like
wildfire.

This is not the first time Manzo
has done charity work; in the past he
has helped his friends out in their
time of need. Manzo recalls a time
when a mutual friend of his needed
some money to pay for medical bills
and Manzo put together a benefit
concert to help out. In the end he
helped raise $5,000 for his friend.
This time his effort has really
taken off, and he has received a lot of
support from the community, such as
City Café & Catering, which is
catering for 20 bands the night of the
concert, Copy Zone is donating the
tickets, Channel 5 will promote
Rock Relief, and Jeff “Hit Man”
Dewitt of Q 94.5 will be the master
of ceremonies for the evening.
Dewitt also helped Manzo with getting the location for the concert.
The radio personality, who is ex-

Flood 23 (Left) a heavy,
hitting rock band from
Pharr has won several
talent shows across the
state, and recently
released a demo. They
are playing at Rock
Relief this Saturday at
Club MX. Driving the
nails (Right center), a
group that plays original
heavy rock music, will
also perform on the
same stage. Veteran
Valley rockers, Tragic
Komic (Right top) will be
jamming next door at
Barrock shortly after
Salvo (Right bottom)
exits the stage. Salvo is
preparing to relase their
first CD.

Natalie Villareal/The Pan American
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American. “It shows that the
younger generation does care
about what’s going on, and it
is remarkable how big it is
expected to be.”
Other UTPA students,
such as sophomore elementary
education major Jenice Garza,
a frequenter of local rock
shows, agree that this type of
benefit will be a great success.
“It’s a good idea and I’m
glad people in the Valley care
enough to make an effort,”
Garza said.
Manzo has set a goal of
raising $5,000 that evening,
but with all the bands and their
fan base, the numbers could
possibly be higher.

“Everybody come out and
support this,” Manzo said.
“It’s going to show that us
musicians care.”
He also added that this
will allow the Valley’s scene
to shine and do something positive for others with greater
needs. Manzo hopes to make
this an annual event with a different charity in mind each
time, and plans to gain a bigger venue to host future
events.
For more information contact Beraza at the Tejano
Saloon office or visit the benefit’s site at http://www.rockrelief.sphosting.com.

Courtesy of www.rockrelief.sphosting.com/
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Author reveals ‘Life Inside’
By SELENE GARZA
The Pan American
Imagine growing up in a state psychiatric
hospital after being put there for pot smoking and
cutting class. Now, imagine living the crucial adolescent years in stir during the 1960s. Mindy
Lewis provides the climactic memoir of her life in
a psychiatric hospital starting at the age of 15.
“Life Inside” is humorous, dramatic and
depressing all at once, which is the perfect com-

bination, as Lewis reveals the institutionalized
way of life. It could be seen as a cross between
Ken Kesey’s “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest”
and Susanna Kaysen’s “Girl, Interrupted.” It has
that crazy, hippie feeling of “Cuckoo’s Nest” and
the girly-hippie-chic feel of “Girl Interrupted.”
Lewis and the other patients are committed
for similar reasons, cutting class and drug use. As
the book unfolds, readers discover that these kids
are not crazy at all; they are in there because their

Symptoms of Schizophrenia
* Depression

* Inability to express joy

* Social withdrawal and isolation

* Inappropriate laughter

* Shift to unusual behavior

* Bizarre behavior

* Significant personality change

* Irrational statements

* Deterioration of social relationships

* Strange posturing

* Hyperactive or inactive

* Shaving head

* Accidents/self-imposed injuries

* Removing body hair

* Forgetfulness and losing things

* Not blinking/blinking excessively

* Devastated by peer disapproval

* Staring

* Deterioration of personal hygeine

* Dropping out of activities

* Noticeable and rapid weight loss
* Excessive need for acceptance

Source:http://www.schizophrenia.com/

parents or guardians could not deal with their
rebellious “hippie” nature and the state did not
find them suited for prison.
The memoir has its ups and downs, just like
manic-depressives without their medication, but
in a good way. The story is so well-written that it
leaves the reader in tears at some points, especially when Lewis remembers that as a child she didn’t understand why or how her mother could
abandon her.
Lewis also discovers that she was misdiagnosed with schizophrenia and was given a variety
of medications that made her feel awful. She
learned this only after she got out of the hospital.
She was not the only misdiagnosed patient, several of her friends went through the same thing and
suffered the effects of medication.
While in the hospital, Lewis and most of the
others attend school, and the account reveals that
the patients are really intelligent kids. At several
points in the book, while they were in class or just
out in the lobby area smoking cigarettes, they
quote Fyodor Dostoyevsky’s “Underground
Man,” and Friedrich Nietzsche’s insightful epigrams and aphorisms.
The story takes the reader past the “crazies”
of loony bins, and into the great minds these
patients possessed. It is quite possible that they
were only put into the psychiatric hospital
because they were misunderstood and their
genius was misinterpreted.
After reliving her adolescent years in the
psychiatric hospital, Lewis takes the reader past
that and into her life immediately after her release,

POP
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The first track “(Reach Up For The)
Sunrise,” is evidently the album’s hit. It reestablishes the band’s mainstream, sing-a-long sound
even though it is not much different from their
late 1980s material.
However, songs like “Bedroom Toys” and
“Taste the Summer” sound a bit funkier than the
rest of the album because of the sexy beat and
melodic composition.
Duran Duran’s deep hypnotizing choruses
are still vibrant in songs like “Finest Hour” or
“Point of No Return.” They sound simple, but
have cryptic messages that only perceptive listeners can grasp.
“Nice,” “Chains” and “One Of These Days”
are predictable Duran Duran and do not explore
any new uncharted territory.
Overall, “Astronaut” sounds very typical
‘80s but manages to project the band’s maturity
and musical versatility, reminding us why they
were the new wave’s idols two decades ago.

as she describes struggling to live in a functioning
society without the various medications she was
on, and being expected to live a regular life.
The only question left is, How does she live
a normal life? Lewis has not known “normal”
since before she was put into the hospital and her
struggles continue to plague her even after her
time in the hospital. Lewis’ life unravels into different situations and decisions she must make as
adult. As she takes the reader through her entire
life and into the present time, she shows that she
has clearly become a very strong woman despite
her tribulations.

Duran Duran Discography
Duran Duran
Rio
Carnival
Seven and the Ragged Trigger
Arena
Notorious
Big Thing
Decade
Liberty
Duran Duran
Thank You
Medazzaland
Essential Duran Duran
Greatest 1998
Pop Trash
Astronaut

1981
1982
1982
1983
1984
1986
1988
1989
1990
1993
1995
1997
1998
1998
2000
2004
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Cardenas fondly remembers are her
Investiture, and her first UTPA graduation
at Christmastime, where she said she was
amazed at the overall quality of the university. Now as she gets the hang of the job,
the vast array of subjects to be tackled and
mastered has her eyes open.
“The span of engagements is very different, from deanship to presidency. And
even from other major positions that I’ve
had, whether your running a business, or a
federal agency there’s a narrow focus of
the substantive knowledge,” she said.
“Leading a university, the span of the
substantive knowledge that you need to
grasp is very substantial,” she said.
Cardenas is now confident in her ability
to discuss things she didn’t know about in
her role as the dean of the College of
Education and professor of Educational
Leadership at the University of Texas-San
Antonio.
“I learned about audits, NCAA audits,
NCAA compliance and nano-technology,
and that was a steep learning curve. But
certainly not difficult,” she said.
Her attentions have turned to making
UTPA into what she described as “…a success university.”
Cardenas remained adamant that this
will happen through a variety of changes,
including a reduction in faculty workload,
despite critics among faculty and staff.
Although still waiting to be approved by
the Board of Regents, the workload reduction is set to be in place by September
2006.
“Obviously then we are going to have
higher expectations of faculty in terms of
research and service,” she said. But she
adds that she is not asking faculty to make
a choice.
“It’s not an either-or proposition. We
can do both [research and teaching], but we
have to do it carefully,” Cardenas
explained. “We can, and we must. If we
don’t do it, we’ll always be at the end of
the line, and I didn’t come here to be at the
end of the line.”
Cardenas agreed that although the
demands on faculty workload will be
reduced by one teaching hour, all of
UTPA’s other resources must increase for
the transition to be successful.
She will work to recruit 1,000 new academic staff to the university before the
transition is complete and does not seem
fazed by this large recruitment plan.
“The reality is, the long-term changes
are going to take some time,” she said.
Cardenas also pointed out, “When I
went to UT-Austin, there were 17,000 students. There are now 50,000. That growth
allowed for the opportunity to make it the
great institution that it is now.”
She added, “We’re not trying to reach
UT status. We should try to be ourselves,
meet our own standards.”
THE LISTENING TOUR BEGINS
In an attempt to better understand each
college and the problems she might face,
Cardenas recently spent a number of weeks
meeting and greeting with representatives
from each college in the university. In
September, all six UTPA colleges will
begin operating under faculty and staff bylaws, a constitutional idea Cardenas brings
with her from UTSA.
“We’re now done with 12 different
areas, which created insight and allowed us
to move quickly on a number of issues,”

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

WORKING HARD— President Blandina
Cardenas spends her days attending meetings, and dealing with various issues as quickly as she can. In her free time, Cardenas
enjoys attending UTPA basketball games and
“vegging” at home.

she said.
One such issue was the low number of
so-called “smart classrooms,” with stateof-the-art technology.
“We’ve started the initial process. Over
the next three years, we’ll purchase probably 35 classrooms,” said Cardenas, who
hopes to introduce greater technological
capacity to both students and professors.
Students will also benefit from the president’s to plan improve student advisement
in the coming months, an idea she hopes
will take shape this summer.
“I think that a solid advisement organization can do a lot to help students, to
retain students, to make sure they know
what’s expected of them, and to make sure
that they graduate,” Cardenas said. The
employment of full-time academic advisers
for each college could happen in the next
six months.
With all the changes ahead of Cardenas
and her team of experts, she knows the
road ahead will not be an easy one, particularly in terms of the budget.
After spending most of January in
Austin at the beginning of the Texas legislative session discussing UTPA’s financial situation with lawmakers, Cardenas
said that nothing can be set in stone until
the budget for the University is approved.
She remains optimistic however, on
how the Legislature will spend the budget
surplus the state now has. Higher education
experienced severe budget cuts a few years
back, which forced the university to make
some tough money decisions.
“Where does the emphasis go? We have
so many good causes: CHIP, pre-school
education, health care…” she said.
“We educate, we do not lobby,” she said
firmly. “We are educating for the crucial
development of the state. I think we’re
ready.”
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nude dancing and enforce a “no-touch” rule.
The question remains as to how far cities in
the Valley will go to regulate this kind of public
exhibition. Some people don’t understand the
existence of such clubs in the first place.
“They serve no social purpose,” said female
UTPA student “Jane,” who has attended these
clubs and preferred anonymity. “There are other
ways to satisfy the sex drive.”
Jane said these clubs promote promiscuity,
alcohol abuse, and drug abuse with a “false sense
of control.”
“I don’t think they should be outlawed,” she
said. “[But] I think cities would be an advocate
if they let these businesses in the city.”
Edinburg, McAllen, Pharr, and Mission have
prevented strip clubs from operating within the
city limits. They also have various versions of the
sort of rules which San Antonio and Houston
operate under.
A Mission ordinance, codified and enacted
April 12, 2004, states that no activities of a sexual nature shall be engaged in or displayed within
1,000 feet of a church, private or public school,
any city-owned property, or within 600 feet of
outside boundaries established by zoning ordinance.
A McAllen code of ordinances enacted Sept.
14, 2004 states additional rules regarding public
nudity within the city limits, prohibiting employees of sexually oriented businesses from appearing nude or engaging in certain sexual activities.
The city requires any employee in a seminude condition to remain six feet from any
patron and on a stage at least two feet from the
floor.
Pharr, however, has two establishments currently operating within the city due to what
Planning Director Javier Rodriguez called a
“grandfather clause.”
A grandfather clause is defined as a provision
exempting persons or other entities already
engaged in an activity from rules or legislation
affecting that activity, which are passed after the
fact.
“They have a right,” Rodriguez said about the
rules. “But if you can comply, you’re
Superman.”
Rodriguez refers to the stringent guidelines

set forth in the city’s provisional code regarding
sexual establishments.
In Pharr, sexually oriented businesses must
comply with inspections by police, fire, and zoning departments for the “ensuring of compliance
with the law, at any time the premises are occupied or open for business,” according to city
ordinance documents. But it appears that in
many cases the principals operate with a “don’t
ask, don’t tell” mentality.
“We don’t really follow them,” said an
anonymous former employee at one popular strip
club, about specific rules set by city government.
She said that although patrons are required to
remain over a foot away, it’s really the stripper
who sets the rules at the time. She said patrons
can’t follow any dancers home and all employees
must remain in the building until the last person
leaves.
Provisions for the City of Pharr state that the
purpose is “to regulate sexually oriented business, to promote the health, safety and morals,
and general welfare of the citizens of the city and
to establish reasonable and uniform regulation of
sexually oriented businesses within the city.”
“It’s a very horrible place,” said the former
employee. “It’s where all the married men go.”
Professional opinion offers a different understanding.
“It’s part of the normal sex drive in men and
women,” said Russell Eisenman, assistant professor of psychology and anthropology at UTPA,
about why patrons go these places.
Eisenman, who has researched conflict in
human sexuality attitudes between males and
females at UTPA, said that the attendance at
these places is an offshoot, and that seeing
“scantily-clad” bodies satisfies some basic sex
drives.
He said the presence of these places is understandable when looking at it from some patron’s
point of view as a way to “celebrate the human
body.”
A management representative at Stilletos
Cabaret said there are usually no problems with
the city of Pharr as long as the business plays by
the rules and follows the guidelines.“The city
welcomes us with open arms,” said Henry
Najera, manager at Stilletos.

UTPA following national trend with
start of student leadership academy
By JASON CHAPA
The Pan American
The Office of the Dean of Students will
host a celebration to announce its new
Student Leadership Academy, which will
encourage student participation in future
academic workshops and events related to
the Academy.
Amy Martin, coordinator for the program at The University of Texas-Pan
American, explained that during a conference at The University of Greensboro in
North Carolina she met with many other professionals involved with similar programs at
universities all across the country.
“I believe it’s a great benefit to developing their leadership skills, and also gaining
insight to their potential,” said Martin.
“It’s also a great way to make professional contacts, as we get local alumni to
speak,” she said.
The Student Leadership Academy is a
leadership development program open to any
student, regardless of classification or age
and free of charge. The Academy focuses
on a more informal and organic approach to
development of leadership-related skills,
rather than a scholastic track.

The program includes 10 seminars covering various topics such as effective communication and ethical leadership. Upon successful completion, students will receive a
certificate of completion at the end of the
semester’s graduation ceremony.
Dean of Students Jerry Price said of the
new program, “I was the one that proposed
the creation of this academy.”
He went on to explain, “Lots of students who would benefit from this program
who didn’t have access to other leadership
opportunities, because they weren’t in any
other clubs or organizations.”
According to Price, the only criteria are
that “students are committed to their own
development and willing to invest into it
with an open mind.”
The event will be held at the University
Ballroom on Thursday, Feb. 10, at 6 p.m.
The program will feature guest speaker
Sonia Falcon, a UTPA alumna and the first
vice president of the International Bank of
Commerce in McAllen.
More information about the Student
Leadership Academy can be obtained by
contacting the Office of the Dean of Students
at 381 2262.
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A second Valley arena: More harm than good?
By JEREMIAH GONZALES AND
DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
Plans for a second Valley sports/entertainment venue to compete with Dodge Arena have
recently been proposed, but if approved it could
do more harm than help for the Valley, according to some local city officials.
Global Entertainment Corporation is considering Harlingen for the location of a new arena
roughly the size of Dodge, which seats close to
6,000 for most events and has hosted major
music shows, the circuses, and various professional sporting events since it opened two years
ago. GEC is the corporation that brought the
Dodge Arena to Hidalgo, and has in mind six
different possible land sites for the future arena
in the Harlingen area, scattered along
Expressway 77 from Valle Vista Mall to the San
Benito city line.
In 2004, Harlingen city officials created a
Harlingen Arena Committee in order to establish the pros and cons of building a new arena.
According to the Harlingen Arena Web site,
harlingenarena.com, the goal of the committee
was to study the arena project with an open
mind and to determine benefits and drawbacks
of the project. The Web site also reported that
the committee would take into consideration
feedback from citizens and then decide whether
to move forward with the project.
In an interview in 2004, committee chairman
Rick Ledesma said that they had found the arena
project to be feasible. The group found that the

GALA

project would generate a construction-phase
impact of $27.5 million and 251 jobs, and an
annual operating economic impact of $12.5 million and 241 jobs.
Although most Valley officials and residents
agree that a location along Expressway 83
would be more convenient and beneficial than
the location in Hidalgo, opinions are split on
whether a second arena is a good idea to begin
with.
Harlingen city commissioners recently
rejected a plan for an arena. The decision could
have been influenced by a lack of county funds.
Harlingen, however, is not the only city vying
for the arena, and Harlingen Commissioner
Edna Tamayo believes the Cameron County
cities should work together.
“The team approach should be more than
just Brownsville and Harlingen,” she said.
She believes San Benito, Los Fresnos, and
South Padre Island should contribute in the
planning, and San Benito Commissioner David
Garza agrees.
“I would love to have that type of entertainment venue in this end of South Texas,” Garza
said.
Other county and city officials agree with
Tamayo and Garza, but others have their doubts
about such a proposal.
San Benito resident B.J. Saldivar, 19,
believes that a more centrally located facility
would be beneficial to the Valley, but at the
same time harmful to the already existing arena
in Hidalgo.
“I think they should have built Dodge Arena

AVOCADOS

need for philosophers.”
Wilson explained, “During the ‘60s if you
were male and you weren’t in college you didn’t have many options. I kind of went into nursing there [in the army].”
Wilson was listed both in “Who’s Who in
America” and “Who’s Who in the World” for
five consecutive years from 1999 to 2003. He
is also an identified media expert for Sigma
Theta Tau for magazines Men’s Health and
Men in Nursing.
Wilson has been a professor at UTPA since
1986, when the nursing program was still in its
infancy. He has published a book titled
“Logical Nursing Mathematics,” as well as
several articles in nursing journals.

continued from page 3

applies to commercial shipments.
“Regulations for personal avocado importation haven’t changed,” Vlasik said. “If you bring
avocados from Mexico, either in your car, or with
you when you are coming on foot, you still have
to take out the pit and you can only bring them in
small quantities.”
McAllen resident Sergio Garza said that avocado prices in the United States are too high and
that is why people smuggle them into the country.
“It is ridiculous that we have to pay so much
here for a product that is so cheap in Mexico,”
Garza said. “Once you cut the avocado to take the
seed out they go bad very fast and don’t taste as
fresh. That is why people hide them and don’t
declare them as they cross the border.”
Rick Pauza, spokesperson for U.S. Customs
and Border Security, explained the consequences
of smuggling contraband.
“Basically you’re looking at fines up to
$1,000,” Pauza said. “To avoid these problems all
you have to do is declare all fruits and vegetables

Courtesy of harlingenarena.com

somewhere like Harlingen in the first place,” he
said. “I’ve never even been to Hidalgo. It’s just
too far out of the way, and now I don’t think the
Valley needs another big arena.”
If a second arena is built, the Valley could see
a reprise of the ill-fated decision to try and support two minor league baseball teams. The Rio
Grande Valley White Wings began in 1994 with
the Texas-Louisiana Professional League, and
enjoyed initial success as pro sports returned to
the area for the first time since the mid-1970s.
But the franchise saw its attendance falter as the
decade waned, and eventually folded two years
ago as the 2001 arrival of the Edinburg
Roadrunners sapped the fan base. Many
observers doubted that the area could support
two teams, and now doubt that having two arenas will work out either.
But while some believe that a new facility
will bring those same misfortunes, others

believe two arenas and the nearly one million
people in the area will all benefit. But first, officials have to find somewhere to put it.
Jeff Schumacher, acting general manager of
the Dodge Arena, declined to make any comments regarding the possibility of a new arena
anywhere in the Rio Grande Valley. He stated
that only the city officials of Hidalgo should
comment on whether a new arena would affect
the Dodge Arena’s revenue.
“I have no opinion on that,” Schumacher
said. “My job is to manage this arena [Dodge
Arena]. I am not concerned with any other arenas. That is the job of the municipalities that
want the arenas.”
The last poll on the arena Web site reported
that 85 percent of Valley residents supported the
idea of a new arena. Only 11 percent of the
respondents were against the idea, while three
percent had mixed feelings on the issue.

COMMANDMENTS

continued from page 4

who organized the event. “We had a fabulous
time. We danced the night away.”
One notable guest at this year’s Gala was
Bruce Wilson, a professor in the UTPA Nursing
Department who was recently awarded the
prestigious Luther Christman Award by the
American Assembly for Men in Nursing.
“For me, part of the tremendous honor of
receiving this award lies in knowing that Dr.
Christman himself voted for me,” said Wilson.
Christman, a pioneer in the field of men’s
nursing, is considered by Wilson to have been
very influential in his pursuit of a career in
nursing. On why he decided to enter the field of
nursing, Wilson, who started off as a philosophy major, joked, “The army didn’t have any

Proposed floor plan
for Harlingen site

as you come to the primary inspection.”
There is still no concrete answer as to how this
new rule will affect local avocado growers.
However, according to a news release by the
Farm Bureau of San Luis Obispo County last
June, bringing avocados from Mexico can actually have an impact on the annual revenue for state
producers.
Nipomo avocado grower, Bill Struble, said in
the news release that USDA is taking this financial factor for granted.
“Larger-sized farming outfits can hold out
better with large influx of supply, but there’s an
awful lot of small farmers that will be affected,”
Struble said. “This is definitively a threat to the
small farming industry. The USDA has sold us
out again.”
The USDA prohibits potatoes, raw or cooked
pork, eggs and any other agricultural items that
carry plant pests or animal diseases. For more
information on importation laws visit the USDA
Web site at www.usda.gov.

were formed due to state religion, and a
number of people left England because
they didn’t agree with the state’s the
imposed religion. Other interpretations
note that most refugees who came to
colonies did so in search of religious freedom.
“In the First Amendment, one of the
first things written was there couldn’t be a
state religion,” Freeman said. “Over the
years that amendment has been interpreted
that there is a wall of separation between
government and religious institutions within society.”
Freeman explained how the United
States is a nation founded on the purpose of
religious tolerance, which is becoming
increasingly diverse.
In displaying the Ten Commandments,
Freeman said the government was “pushing
a particular religion.”
“When the Ten Commandments are
placed somewhere on government property,
whether directly or indirectly, they endorse
a specific religion, and that simply shouldn’t and cannot be accepted,” Freeman said.
“The state is acting as an instrument to
impose religion.”
Regardless of the fact that the United
States may be a predominately Christian
nation, Freeman said that the nation cannot
afford to look at itself as a solely Christian
country. It must be accepting of others.
“When we have icons of Christianity in
government buildings, whether the people
who support this realize it or not, they are
helping facilitate religious intolerance and
bigotry,” Freeman said. “I think its wrong
as a person who takes his religion very
seriously, as a person who wanted to
become a Methodist minister.”
Father Louis Brum, of the Holy Spirit

continued from page 3

Church of McAllen, disagrees.
Brum said the Ten Commandments were
for all people, and should be able to remain
on the grounds they have been located on
for the past 40-plus years.
“The Ten Commandments serve a
tremendous purpose to remind us of the
values and standards of life,” Brum said.
“It does not endorse a specific religion,
and is without any preference.”
Brum emphasized how contrary to the
Seven Sacraments - which are very much
exclusive to the Catholic Church - the Ten
Commandments are simply a set of stan-

“ The

First Amendment was

never intended to remove all
religious expression from the
public square.”
-Greg Abbott,
Texas attorney general
dards to live by.
Rick Villareal, a freshman biology
major at UTPA, feels the commandments
should be left alone.
“I can understand why one person would
be offended,” Villareal said. “But as long
as our society is predominately Christian,
the views of one person shouldn’t try to
hinder the religion of everyone else.”
Freshman Diana Gayton disagreed. She
said that “a point in the Constitution was to
separate church and state, so it’s unconstitutional. It should be removed.”
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS
Track & Field
FEB 5, 2005
HYATT REGENCY
MEN

200 dash:

1, Stanford Routt, Houston,

21.47. 35 David Sanchez, UTPA, 23.51.

Shot put:

400 dash:

Catherine Reddick guest speaker at FCA banquet

800 meter:

First one, good

U.S., Mexico win as Cup qualifier starts

03.75. 12 Amana Ferris, UTPA, 40-00. 00.

10

18, Amber Kelly, UTPA, 37-10.50

Casares

4.0

3

2

2

1

13

Weight throw:

6

1 Amy Moses, UTPA,

Broyles

2.0

1

1

1

2

64-01.0 4 Amber Kelly, UTPA, 52-06.75,

Haines

1.0

1

0

0

1

4

12 Amanda Ferris, UTPA, 42-11.50

Totals

9

8

7

4

6

33

1 Sesar Figueroa, Houston,

4:12.95. 6 Aaron Castro, UTPA, 4:23.6. 14
David Trevino, UTPA, 4:29.77. 17, Luis
Nava, UTPA, 4:36.44

8:26.60.

Julian Acuna, SFAU,

2 Westly Keating, UTPA,
34

Americo

Ortiz,

UTPA,

9:46.25.

60 hurdles: 1 Jermaine Cooper, unattached, 7.83. 6 Rashaad Ben, UTPA, 8.12.

High jump:

1 Mustapha Raifak,unat-

tached, 7-01.75. 5 Marlin Manley, UTPA,

History in the making

Pole vault:

The University of Texas-Pan American Lady Broncs pulled ever closer to
matching last season’s 13-win record season Wednesday, beating Prairie
View for the second time this season, 53-50.
The Lady Broncs (12-10 overall) sputtered for most of the game, lagging
behind by as much as 12 points with a little more than three minutes left in
the first half, and went into the lockers trailing by six at the half.
Later, the teams went back and forth down the stretch, and the numbers
played out like the final seconds of a ticking time bomb. The Broncs trailed
by nine, then seven, five, three and two points. Then the Lady Broncs led
46-45 for the first time since the first half after a layup from freshman
Tynesha Pierce, who had 13 points and 10 rebounds to lead in both
categories.
The game was won after a layup by Kathy Guin put the Broncs up 5148 with inside of a minute left. The Lady Broncs held the Panthers (4-15)
to 31.4 percent shooting from the floor and outrebounded them by 12.
The women now look to tie the record for wins in a season Feb. 15 at
Texas A&M Corpus Christi. They get another shot against Corpus Feb. 22
at the Field House, in what could be a historic Tuesday night engagement.

H BB RBI AVG

Powers

3

0

0

0

0

.000

Reed

36 3-10 1-4

Alamia

4

0

1

0

0

.250

Pierce

27 5-7

3-4 3-7-10 1 13

Jones

2

0

1

1

0

.500

Schamel

15 1-2

1-3 1-1-2

0

17 0-1

0-0 0-3-3

4

0

1-2 1-2-3

1

9

Shot Put: 1 Byron Tate, unattached, 5710.50. 8 Isaac Ybarra, UTPA, 50-00.75. 16

Weight throw:

1 Isaac Ybarra,

9
3

Gordon

4

0

0

0

.000

Eichel

3

0 1

0

0

.333

Roberts

29 3-8
23

1-8

3-4 2-1-3

2

5

8

1-3

2-2 0-3-3

1

4

0

Flowers

3

0

1

0

0

.333

Guin

Smith

2

0

0

0

0

.000

Piwonka

Zarate

1

0

0

0

0

.000

Cheadle

8

0-0

0-0 0-0-0

0

0

Broyles

2

0

0

0

0

.000

Knerr

7

0-1

0-0 0-0-0

0

0

Pena

2

0

1

0

0

.500

Arriola

14 2-4

0-2 1-1-2

0

4

.000

Gooden

16 2-2

2-2 1-5-6

1

6

Padron

2

0

0

0

0

Saenz

1

0

0

0

0

.000

Totals

Totals

29

0

5

1

0

.159

Percentages: FG .391 FT, .565, 3-Point 4-

200 18-46 13-23 12-31-43 11 53

14, .286 (Reed 2, Roberts 2). Blocked

IP

H

R ER SO

AB

shots: 5 (Pierce 2, Reed 1, Schamel 1,

Mason

5.0

6

5

3

2

22

Guin 1). Turnovers: 23 (Pierce 5, Schamel

Linder

1.0

0

1

0

0

4

4, Wilson 3, Roberts 3, Gooden 3, Knerr

Frisby

1.1

4

3

3

3

8

2, Guin 1, Piwonka 1, Arriola 1). Steals: 5

Davila

1.2 0

0

0

1

4

(Schamel 2, Reed 1, Wilson 1, Roberts 1).

Totals

9 10

9

6

6

38

Personal Fouls: 23 (Gooden 4, Reed 3,
Pierce 3, Wilson 3, Roberts 3, Knerr 3,

UTPA, 66-00.25. 3 J. C. Crosby, UTPA,

UTPA 5, UT-Arlington 4

4 Matt Clinton, UTPA, 51-

Guin 2, Cheadle 1, Arriola 1 ).

UTPA

05.00.

200 dash:

1 LaDedra Guy, Houston,

24.75. 10 Rowena Hamlet, UTPA, 26.07.
18 Adriana Hebert, UTPA, 26.53. 42,
UTPA, 28.3
1 Katya Kostetskaya,Texas

State, 54.78. 13 Rowena Hamlet, UTPA,
58.62. 32 Claudia Lopez, UTPA, 1:02.50.
37 Ashlon Martin, UTPA, 1:03.34

800 meter:

1 Latisha Staten, unat-

tached., 2:15.93. 20 Megan McGuire,
UTPA, 2:26.85. 29 Lizet Garcia, UTPA,
2:40.10. 30 Angela Billups, UTPA,

Powers
Alamia

AB

R

H BB RBI AVG

1

0

0

5

0

0

0
1

3

1

1

0

0

Gordon

4

0

3

0

2

Eichel

4

1

1

0

1

1 Ana Rodriguez, SFAU,

11:01.61.

5000 meter:

1 Ashley Perez,UTPA,

18:20.08

60 meter hurdles:

1 Alicia Cave,

.200

29 0-3 1-3

0-1-1 4

1

.333

Henderson 23 1-4 4-7

3-2-5 1

6
8

.750

Grass

16 4-4 0-0

1-3-4 0

.250

Sanders

27 7-21 3-4

0-2-2 1 20

5

2

2

0

.400

Butler

39 3-12 1-2

1-2-3

2

7

0

3

0

0

.750

Boss

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0

0

0

Honeycutt

2

0

0

0

0

.000

Reese

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0

0

0

Broyles

4

1

1

0

0

.250

Smith

21 1-3 4-4

0-1-1

0

7

Pena

4

0

1

0

1

.250

Newman

4 0-0 0-0

0-0-0

0

0

.318

Higgins

1 0-0 0-0

0-0-0

0

0

Totals

36

5

IP

13

0

0

5

H

Long jump:

1 Marshavet Hooker,

Texas, 21-00.5. 17 Lili Cavasos, UTPA,
15-02.75

Long Jump “B”

1 Tara Tyler, Sam

Houston, 17-01.25. 13 Victoria Salinas,
UTPA, 15-06.25.

15 Brittani Hilton,

UTPA, 15-03.50. 18 Bethany Anderson,
UTPA, 14-08.00
1 Roshunda Betts, Sam

Houston, 39-09.25. 17 Victoria Salinas,

R ER SO

Price

12 0-1 0-0

1-0-1

0

0

AB

Scrbrah

11 0-1 0-0

1-1-2

0

0

17 0-2 1-2

1-4-5

0

1

Foster

5.0

5

4

3

4

20

Adams

Guerra

3.0

1

0

0

1

9

Totals

Linder

0.1

0

0

0

1

1

Percentages: FG .314 FT, .636, 3-Point 4-

Haines

0.2

0

0

0

0

2

13, .308 (Sanders 3, Smith 1). Blocked

Totals

9

6

4

3

6

32

shots: 0. Turnovers: 16 (Butler 4, Smith 3,

200 16-51 15-22 10-21-31 8 50

Sanders 3, Hart 2, Price 1, Scarborough 1,

UTPA 9, A&M-Corpus Christi 7

Adams 1, Grass 1). Steals: 11 (Smith 3,

UTPA

Hart 2, Henderson 2, Sanders 2, Butler 2).
Personal Fouls: 23 (Sanders 5, Hart 4,

BATTING
R

H BB RBI AVG

Grass 3, Butler 3, Adams 2, Price 2,

Rodriguez M. 4

1

1

0

0

.250

Newman 2, Henderson 2, ).

Alamia

4

2

2

1

1

.500

UTPA.................25 28 - 53

Flowers

3

1

2

0

1

.666

A&M..................31 19 - 50

Jones

4

2

4

1

3 1.000

Gordon

3

0

2

1

1

.666

Rodriquez P.

2

0

0

0

0

.000

AB

9.46. 46 Bethany Anderson, UTPA, 10.1
2 UTPA, 13:00.33.

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts
Hart

4

UTPA, 9.38. 28 Brittani Hilton, UTPA,
1 Rice 12:45.83.

A&M

FT Reb

Smith

Houston, 8.51. 26 Sabrina Montalvo,

Distance Medley:

VIEW

Flowers

1 Rita Lambert, UTSA,

9:54.50. 24 Lorraine Garcia, UTPA,

FG

.000

PITCHING

1000 meter:

Triple Jump:

1

0

Jones

2:42.45

3,000 meter:

PRAIRIE

BATTING

WOMEN

400 dash:

0-5-5 1

Wilson

1 Adam Keul, unattached,

18-00.50. 7,(tie) Jeff Martzell, UTPA, 15-7

FT Reb

min M-A M-A O-D-T A Pts

R

PITCHING

3:00.0. 4 Karla Hernandez, UTPA, 3:06.97

Lady Broncs out to beat single season record

FG

AB

6-08.00.

54-00.00,

UTPA

UTPA
BATTING

Houston, 2:28.4h. Aaron Castro, UTPA,

8:24.90

WOMEN’S BOX
FEB 9, 2005
UTPA 53, P-VIEW A&M 50

UTPA CLASSIC
FEB. 4-6
TEXAS ST. 9, UTPA 0

1. Sesar Figueroa,

3,000 run:1

Basketball

Baseball

27 Freddy Oveido, UTPA, 2:10.96

Mile run:

AB

3

1, Pablo Solares,Rice,

2:33.1h

R ER SO
1

49.70.49. Armando Olguin, UTPA, 56.55.

1000 meter:

H

4

1, David Burnett, UTSA,

J.C. Crosby, UTPA, 45-06.25

In the opener of the final round of World Cup qualifying, the United
States defeated Trinidad and Tobago, 2-1, in a match played
Wednesday afternoon in Trinidad.
Mexico got off to a good start as well, using two goals by Jaime
Lozano in the first 10 minutes to down Costa Rica, 2-1.
For the Americans, Eddie Johnson scored in the 30th minute, Eddie
Lewis added a goal in the second half, and goalie Kasey Keller made
a diving save early in the second half as the 11th-ranked U.S. team
started on its road to the 2006 Cup.
The team is 22-0-8 against North and Central American and
Caribbean rivals since a 2001 loss to Costa Rica. Their last defeat at
the hands of a Caribbean team was to Trinidad in 1994.
Johnson, 20, has six goals in four international appearances and
became the first player to score in each of his first four games. The
home team finally scored, in the 89th minute, to avoid a shutout.
In other qualifying action, Guatemala and Panama played to a
scoreless tie in Panama City.

1, Michelle Carter, Texas, 57-

2.0 3

1:52.39.18 David Trevino, UTPA, 2:04.18.

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) is celebrating its 50th
year of existence this year, and the Valley chapter has been around
for 25 years. The local group will hold its 22nd Annual Spring Victory
Banquet tonight.
This year will be exceptional, as the Valley FCA will have Catherine
Reddick as a guest speaker starting at 7 p.m.
Reddick is well known for her skill on the soccer field, as she was
voted the U.S. Soccer Chevrolet Young Female Athlete of the Year in
2003 and won a gold medal at the Athens Olympics. The Alabama
native will be speaking at this event not only because she is one of
the members of the U.S. Women’s soccer team, but because she too
was raised in a Christian household.
Reddick said in an online article that she does not let her youth
keep her from confidently sharing her faith in Jesus Christ, even with
the veteran players on the U.S. team.
Past speakers for local FCA events have included NFL coach Mike
Ditka, and Tom Osborne, longtime coach at Nebraska and now a
politician.

IP
Gomez

49 Armando Olguin, UTPA, 25.24

Olympic gold medalist visits Valley

PITCHING

UTPA, 34-04.75

Golf
Rice Intercollegiate
Feb. 7-8

Saenz

1

0

0

0

0 .000

Powers

1

1

0

0

0

Eichel

1

0

0

0

0

.000

1. North Texas

Zarate

3

0

1

0

1

.333

2. Univ. Memphis

300 285 585 +9
294 293 587 +11

MEN

.000

299 285 584 +8

Gutierrez

4

1

1

0

0

.250

3. Sam Houston St.

Padron

4

1

2

0

0

.500

15. UT- Pan American 323 297 620 +44

Totals

34

9

15

3

7

.347
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Canadian import runs to win
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American

Hamlet hopes
to compete in
For Rowena Hamlet the UTPA track this summer’s
and field season got off to a solid start Canadian
after the team’s first meet in Houston National
on Jan. 28 when she recorded two Championships,
personal bests in the 200- and 400- equivalent to
meter races. The Lady Bronc senior the NCAA
sprinter is focused on having a good National
Championships.
season.
“When I go
“(My goals are) not so much to
break any of the school records, but just home over the
to improve overall as an athlete,” said summer,
Hamlet. “To do a whole lot better than hopefully I’ll
qualify and
I did last year.”
Hamlet started her track and field compete,” said
career at Lorne Park Secondary School Hamlet.
The 2004
in Mississauga, Ontario, Canada. The
regional
young sprinter garnered a lot of
attention during her high school days, qualifier is also
and soon realized that she could hoping to make
it to the NCAA
compete at the collegiate level.
“Throughout high school I started National
drawing scouts at my meets,” said the Championship
23-year-old. “A lot of people started this June. At
noticing me, so then I started taking last year’s
(participating at the collegiate level) event Hamlet
achieved the
more seriously.”
Hamlet participated in more than second fastest
just track and field in high school. The time in
Teresa Najera/The Pan American
Ontario native was a six-sport athlete, program history
playing on teams in volleyball, soccer, in the 400STRIDING - Rowena Hamlet is having a fine sprint season so
meter hurdles
field hockey, basketball and rugby.
far, and also does hurdles for the Lady Broncs.
with
a
mark
of
“It was really good (growing up and
Championships.
playing sports in Ontario). I found there 1:01.88.
“Rowena has gotten steadily better
was a lot of variety,” said Hamlet. “It Hamlet also owns the UTPA Lady
gave me something to do. It kept me Broncs record in the 400-meter hurdles every year. Last year she set the school
with a time of 59.96, which she
record in events at the regional
busy.”
achieved at the Rice Twilight where
championships in the 400 hurdles. She
Also, during her high school track
she finished in second place in 2004.
had a great meet (on Jan. 28). She set
and field campaign, the Lady Broncs
UTPA Track and Field Head Coach two personal bests in the 400 and 200,”
hurdler qualified as an alternate for the
Ricky Vaughn thinks this is Hamlet’s said Vaughn. “Hopefully in the next
Canadian Summer Games. She did not
year to get to the NCAA meet or two she can get the school
participate during those games, but
records in both of those races.
Ultimately we are really looking at
outdoor (competitions) with the
400-meter hurdles and trying to get
her to nationals, which I think is a
very realistic goal for her this
year.”
During her career, Hamlet
believes she has learned quality
skills such as discipline and
communication. The Ontario native
credits her family and coaches for
being her biggest influences.
“I would say my family and my
club coach from home, Marc
Christie were strong influences. I
was in a track club at home and
Coach Christie really helped,” said
Hamlet. “The family support and
having them help you realize that
you can be more than what you set
out to do has been good.”
Hamlet’s faith in God has also
been a major influence on her track
and field achievements.
“I can’t do it without him,” said
Hamlet. “None of this is me. It is
all God, a lot of his miracles and
his blessings, whatever he has in
store for me that is all I’m trying to
fulfill.”
On Feb. 5, the UTPA track and
field
teams competed at the Hyatt
If interested contact Student Publications at
Regency Invitational in Houston.
381-2541 or e-mail Clarissa Martinez at
Hamlet topped her performance at
the first regular season meet with
clarissa_utpa@hotmail.com. Student Publications
personal bests in the 200 and 400.

Office is located at COAS 170.

Page 14

Bronc Roundup
UTPA TENNIS
Men and women prepare for this weekend
The University of Texas-Pan American men’s and women’s
tennis teams will travel up to Corpus Christi for some action
this weekend. It will be the semester opener for the men’s
squad, against Nicholis State on Saturday at 2 p.m. They the
team gets another match Sunday against Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi at 3 p.m., where they will be competing doubles and
singles matches.
On the other hand, this will be the second outing for the
women’s team, as they completed the Abilene Christian
Tournament last Saturday. The going was rough in Abilene, as
the team dropped every match against A&M-Corpus,
Northwestern State (La.) and Abilene Christian.
On Friday they will look for a resurgence in Corpus Christi,
against Sam Houston State and A&M-Corpus on Friday. On
Saturday the Lady Broncs face Southern University.
UTPA TRACK
Good results at Hyatt Invitational
Showing their stuff for the second week in a row were
senior Valley products Isaac Ybarra and Amy Moses. The two
of them finished first at last week’s Houston Indoor in the
weight throw. This past weekend they finished ahead of their
competition again.
Ybarra had a throw of 66-0 1/4, bettering his mark from last
week by almost two feet. This was the senior’s 12th career
individual title. Also J.C. Crosby and Matt Clinton finished
third and fourth in the weight throw, hitting 54-0 and 51-5 for
the day.
Jumping his way to fourth place was senior Marlin Manley
in the high jump competition with a leap of 6-8. Jeff Martzall
claimed sixth place in the pole vault, clearing a height of 15-7,
and senior Westly Keating placed second in the 3,000-meter
race with a time of 8:26.60.
Leading the way for the women for the second week in a
row was Edinburg’s Amy Moses, who finished first in the
weight throw. She had a mark of 64-1, second in the school
record book (she has the record, set in 2003). Sophomore
Amber Kelley finished fourth in weight throw.
Rio Grande City native Sabrina Montalvo set a record in the
60-meter hurdles with a time of 9:38, breaking a 12-year old
school mark. Capturing her first ever-individual collegiate title
was Ashley Perez who finished the 5.000-meter race in
18:20.08.
The two squads will be traveling up to Fayetteville, AK to
participate in the Tyson Invitational Feb. 11-12.
UTPA GOLF
Men make day-two improvement
The University of Texas-Pan American men's golf team
recorded a season-best round score of 297 on the final day of
competition at the Rice Intercollegiate in Houston, Feb. 8.
The Broncs, who came in 15th place with a team score of
620, saw all five players improve from their first round totals at
the Wildcat Golf Course. Sophomore Colin Norris (Calgary,
Alberta, Canada/Cochrane H.S.) finished with a total score of
153 (79-74), which tied him for 51st, while freshman Kyle Tudi
(Phoenix, AZ/Chaparral H.S.) was one stroke back at 154 (7975) allowing him to finish in 56th place.
Junior
Craig
Berger
(Wetaskiwin,
Alberta,
Canada/Wetaskiwin Composite H.S.) fired a 155 (80-75) and
was tied for 61st. Freshmen A.J. Hohn (Stockton, CA/Lodi
H.S.) and Jeff Hensley (Van Horn, TX/Van Horn H.S.) finished
in 74th and 83rd, respectively for the Broncs, shooting a twoday total of 158 (85-73) and 166 (87-79).
"We came back strong today after a disappointing first
round. We set a goal to fire some low scores, which we did, so
hopefully this will give us some momentum going into next
weekend's tournament at Florida Southern," said head coach
Drew Scott.
The University of North Texas captured the Rice
Intercollegiate title with a two-day score of 584 (299-285)
while Memphis (300-285-585), Sam Houston State (294-293587), UT - Arlington (301-288-589) and Nebraska (295-299594) rounded out the top five.
The Broncs will be back in action this upcoming weekend
at the Matlock Collegiate Classic in Lakeland, FL.
UTPA Sports Information contributed material for the
Bronc Roundup.
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Art of the Rebound: Skill and Will
By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
Author John Edgar Wideman put the
game of basketball into poetic perspective
when he said, “When it's played the way is
supposed to be played, basketball happens in
the air; flying, floating, elevated above the
floor, levitating the way oppressed peoples
of this earth imagine themselves in their
dreams.”
The rebound happens in the air, deciding
close games; often one botched shot and
capitalizing on that mistake makes the
difference.
When one team, playing on offense or
defense, bounces a shot, captures the ball off
the rim and brings it down, the result is
called a rebound.
Wilt Chamberlain, considered one of the
greatest centers in NBA history, remains
king of the rebound, as he averaged nearly
23 boards per game in his long career. The 7foot-1 Chamberlain was the most imposing
presence of his time.
“If you have an ability in a certain area,
why not capitalize on it and use it and
improve on it,” said Chamberlain once.
On offense, a player’s height and
jumping ability are crucial as the battle for
the rebound takes place in the paint,
arguably one of the most brutal areas in
sports demanding aggressiveness and a
talent for positioning.
On offense and defense, the greatest
rebounders will attempt to position
themselves in the spot where the ball will
most likely fall, striving for a middle ground
in the area directly below the basket while
remaining close to the rim. Some, like
Dennis Rodman, used aggression and will to
outfight other players for the ball. Others,
like Larry Bird, canceled out average skills
by being smart enough to end up with the

ball before anyone else.
In the paint, the players with the greatest
possibility for coming down with the ball
will keep low with knees bent and legs wide
to provide a solid foundation amid the
elbows and shoving of other players trying
to knock them out of position. This is known
as “blocking out.”
An exceptional rebounder will have his
or her back arched slightly forward with
arms at a 45-degree angle raised above the
head to avoid being pinned when everyone
else attempts to grab the ball.
NBA greats like the “Round Mound of
Rebound,” Charles Barkley, proved that
rebounding is an art in the way a player
captures the ball. A defensive board ends the
opposing offense’s chance at scoring and is
essential in any basketball contest.
Barkley totaled more than 12,000
rebounds in his career, 11.7 per game,
despite being just 6-4. He was a great
rebounder but an even better interview.
“The only difference between a good
shot and a bad shot is whether it goes in or
not,” said Barkley in one of his famous
quotes.
Indeed, players are taught to look at
every attempted shot as a chance to attack
the hoop aggressively on every play.
A player adept in making rebounds is
also skilled in studying the way an opponent
shoots, noticing the arc of the shot of that
particular player, and gauging the exact
timing between the time the shot was taken
and the initial jump for the ball.
The farther away the ball is shot from the
basket, the higher and farther the ball will
bounce. With the proliferation of the threepoint shot in the NBA, such long caroms
have become more frequent.
A ball shot from the side will usually end
up on the opposite side of the basket. A ball

shot from center court will, normally,
bounce back the shooter’s way, making the
idea of “following one’s shot” of paramount
importance.
“There’s no such thing as a perfect
rebound,” said UTPA junior forward Derrick
East. “Possession of the ball is key. An
offensive rebound gives the team an extra
shot. A defensive rebound gives opponents
one less chance to score…this is crucial in
close basketball.”
The ability to rebound is one of UTPA’s
strongest features this season. The Broncs
lead opponents by nearly 100 rebounds for
the season (844 to 751) averaging 38.4
rebounds per game.
Alvaidas Gedminas leads the Broncs
with 127 total rebounds for the season, 44
offensively and 83 defensively, averaging
6.4 a game. Chris Fagan has contributed 110
total rebounds averaging 5.0, and East has
garnered 106 also averaging 5.0.
Gedminas was ranked fifth in rebounding
among all National Junior College Athletic
Association Division I players at Kirtland
Community College 2001-2003.
He had his best rebound performance this
season against Lamar University on Dec. 7
with a season high of 12 in 37 minutes of
play.
Rebounding is one of the keys to
winning, along with shooting, passing, and
defense. The Broncs have not shot well from
the field, having particular problems lately
with three-pointers. They have managed to
carve out a decent record with defense and
good board work.
The Broncs next play Birmingham
Southern on Feb. 17 in Birmingham. When
they take the court, it is a sure bet that they
will follow some of the basic rules of
rebounding, with aggression and positioning
adding to their season totals.

Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American

LOOSE BALL - UTPA’s Sergio Sanchez (3) and Ryan
Lange (41) scramble against IPFW in a recent game.

Bench players make vital contributions
By JACOB ALEGRIA
The Pan American
Every team has a superstar, or players who may act like
one. The spotlight is often on him and other teammates
who play major roles. But not every player on the team
can stand in the glory, as one the average college
basketball team, eight or 10 players get in the game and
several others spend their time cheering from the
sidelines.
But without reserves, the starters and role players
might not be able to succeed. Reserves on a basketball
team can be a major factor, perhaps not during games but
certainly in practice. Much like scout team and walk-on
players in football, backups who never see playing time
are often the hardest working players on any team.
“All of are players are important to our team. They all
have great attitudes,” said UTPA forward Derrick East,
who has played a prominent role in the team’s success for
several seasons.
These players are typically the ones willing to make
sacrifices for the good of the team. Their roles vary from
acting as a scout team in order to give starters a glimpse of
what they might see from a future opponent, to supporting
the starters during a game. But despite a lack of playing
time, these players are also in the process of improving
their own basketball skills.
“They are tremendous for us as far as getting our kids
ready to play… Their working on developing their game
by playing against our top players all the time,” said Bronc
Assistant Coach Greg Wright.

Some of these reserves may not be as familiar with
being on a scout team or sitting on the bench and cheering
for teammates, because most of them were standout
athletes during their prep school careers.
But someone has to provide a lift for the team when it
is in need of motivation, and sometimes that spark comes
from a bench player. This may be the case whether it is in
practice or during a live contest. The coaching staff can
only do so much for a team’s energy and confidence level.
Sometimes encouragement has to come from within a
team and this is when some role players have to step up
and inspire.
Danny Puente is a former McAllen Memorial High
School standout, where he was a four-year letterman.
Among his many honors earned at Memorial were most
valuable player in District 31-5A and selection to the AllRio Grande Valley first team. Possibly his biggest
highlight came recently as his Mustang jersey was retired
after his prep career ended. Puente averaged 22 points,
five rebounds, five assists and two steals per game as a
senior.
“He has a chance to be a great player, he’s playing
behind Sergio (Sanchez), who is one of the best in the
nation,” said East.
Puente walked on with the Broncs during the 20032004 season, but was redshirted in his first season. His
hard work may have helped him earn a spot on the Broncs
squad. He may not be on a scholarship, but that doesn’t
discourage him. Puente shows up and works just as hard
as any other player. His role however, has shifted in his
collegiate career, as he has had to sit and watch one of the

top point guards in the nation.
“I try to make the team and Sergio [Sanchez] better, by
playing tough defense against him in practice and
anything else to help the team,” said Puente.
The future for Puente, Dexter Shankle, Ryan Buck and
others, could be bright at UTPA. The Broncs currently
have seven seniors on their team roster. This is something
that keeps Puente and the rest of his freshmen teammates
working hard throughout the course of the season. With
the season approaching its conclusion, Puente and
company know their time is nearing.
Shankle, a freshman from Katy, has had some
meaningful minutes this season already, averaging 2.5
points off the bench. Puente has scored nine points in 11
games, while Buck – a freshman from Harlingen South –
has played in two games, as has Oklahoma native Zach
Wells.
Freshman forward Zach Trader, from La Porte, has
played in 21 of 22 games and averaged 3.3 points per
game, while home-schooled frosh Thomas Sanders has
played in 19 games and scored 35 points.
“I don’t like sitting on the bench, but I know I have to
wait for my time, right now its Sergio’s team,” said
Puente.
Next season is a bit of a mystery for the time being
anyway, as the Broncs have major needs and recruiting
will be vital for Coach Robert Davenport and staff. There
will be seven openings as seniors will be leaving and
creating some vacancies on the team.
But one thing is for sure. Each member will contribute
in one way or the other.
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Bronc baseball falls to UT, plays Lamar next

By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American
After starting the season opener last
week against Texas State, The University
of Texas-Pan American Broncs discovered
that live play is different from fall ball.
They found themselves making basic
mistakes and lost the opener against the
Bobcats 9-0 Friday night.
Still, the Broncs were down but not out
of the UTPA Classic, as they rallied to win
the next two games in preparation for
Wednesday’s game in Austin against the
top-ranked team from The University of
Texas-Austin. After that loss to UT, the
Broncs are 2-2 overall heading into a
home series against Lamar this weekend,

two games at Texas State Feb. 15-16, and
a key home series against Arizona next
weekend.
For now, the team is trying to take the
lessons from the Classic and run with
them.
“I think that we had some first-game
jitters,” UTPA Baseball Head Coach Willie
Gawlik said. “In order to win, we need to
play some defense and hit the ball.”
After the opening loss the Broncs then
faced a tough UT-Arlington team that kept
the home squad on their feet the entire
Saturday night. This time around the bats
were flying as the Broncs got 13 hits and
run support for starting pitcher Ryne
Foster. Third basemen Zach Gordon went

UT-Austin 7, UTPA 1
Feb. 9
BATTING
AB R H RBI BB SO PO A LOB
ALAMIA lf/cf

4

0 0 0

0

0

2

0

1

FLOWERS ss

4

0 1 0

0

2

1

2

0

JONES dh

4

0 0 0

0

2

0

0

1

EICHEL c

3

0 0 0

0

0

5

1

0

RODRIGUEZ M. ph

1

0 0 0

0

0

0

0

0

GORDON 3b

4

0 1 0

0

1

1

1

0

SMITH 1b

3

1 0 0

1

0

9

0

0

PENA rf/ lf

2

0 2 0

1

0

4

0

0

BROYLES 2b

2

0 0 0

0

0

1

3

1

GUTIERREZ ph/ 2b

1

0 1 1

0

0

0

1

0

PADRON cf

2

0 1 0

0

0

1

0

0

SAENZ ph

1

0 0 0

0

0

0

0

2

31 1 6 1

2

5

24 8

5

TOTAL

PITCHING
IP H R ER BB SO AB BF
MASON L,0-2

5.0 6 6

4

3

1 20 25

LINDER

1.0 1 0

0

0

1

4

4

GUERRA

1.0 2 1

1

0

2

4

4

HAINES

1.0 0 0

0

1

1

4

5

TOTAL

8.0 8 7

5

4

5 32 38

3-for-4 and drove in two runs as the team baseball, and when you do that you have a
captured its first victory of the season, 5-4. chance to win every time,” Gawlik said.
Picking up the win for the game was junior
As for Wednesday’s game in Austin, the
Edinburg native Aaron Guerra, with Tim Broncs traveled north to take on the
Haines notching the save.
number one team in the nation, a
In the third and final game of the Longhorn bunch that lost in last year’s
Classic, the Broncs faced rival Texas finals of the College World Series. Texas
A&M-Corpus Christi
Sunday.
In
the
beginning, it seemed
that it was going to be
another
game-one
outcome as the Broncs
trailed early in the game
4-0. Falfurrias freshman
Bobby Gomez’s first
outing turned out tough.
But as soon as the
Broncs fell behind, they
began to rally back,
scoring six runs in the
fourth inning, and then
two in the sixth, to win
9-7. Gawlik said that
they had some adversity
early in the game, but
managed to overcome it.
“We played together
as a team the last two
games,” Gawlik said.
“We played some great
defense, and had some
great pitching.”
Strong batting kept
Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American
the rally alive during
the later innings, thanks ON THE MOUND - Chad Linder delivers a pitch during the
to Jacob Jones, who had UTPA Classic last week against Texas State. Linder also pitched
a perfect 4-for-4 day, a scoreless inning against UT-Austin Wednesday.
driving in three runs and
scoring two of his own. Another offensive started the season by wasting San Diego
force was Louie Alamia, who had two hits, State in three straight games.
an RBI and two runs scored. After Gomez
Dane Mason made his second start of
left the game, Kelly Casares came in from the season and had a tough outing, being
the bullpen and picked up the win, and as chased in the fifth as the Broncs lost, 7-1.
happened the day before, Haines provided Two defensive errors in the game allowed
relief work for the save.
the Longhorns to pull away after a 4-0 lead
“Kelly Casares came out of the bullpen in the third inning.
and stepped up and gave us a good
The Broncs did manage to put up six
performance.” Gawlik said.
hits on the day, but could only bring in a
UTPA, UTA and Texas State finished single run. Cesar Pena finished with a
tied for the tournament title, and Gawlik perfect 2-for-2 at the plate, the only run
said that, overall, his group did what it had was brought in by Joe Gutierrez. Mason is
to do and can consider the first weekend of still in the search of his first victory as the
baseball a success.
junior transfer’s record falls to 0-2 on the
“We executed the fundamentals of season.

Marcos Cervantes/The Pan American

